David Priest’s SKIN MACHINE AT THE ENT SHED

FRIDAY 29th October 2010.

For anyone born in the baby boom, or in the 1960s, popular music was a kind of magic.  Today, youth culture likes its music all right, but sociological surveys show that consuming popular music is less important than TV, fashion, film and the internet.  Music is now entertainment.  Back in the 70s, it was the medium through which teenagers developed a sense of self.  It was culture.  It was important.

I first met David Priest back in the nineties through a shared love of the music of David Bowie.  Bowie was a Big Beast back then; each album was dissected and cherished on release, each video a gateway into another reality.  ‘Starman’, ‘Drive-In Saturday’, ‘Station To Station’, ‘Ashes To Ashes’ – these were the songs which formed our DNA.  These songs mattered.  David, as I soon found out, had one of the biggest collections of David Bowie music and memorabilia on the planet, and he gave his time graciously to me during the writing of my biography of Bowie, Strange Fascination.

What I didn’t know, was that David has, in fact, been making music for more than thirty years.  In 1982, his then band Stylish Gadget was played on Radio 1 by the legendary John Peel.  Based in Bedford, David recorded dozens of songs, and was a regular on local radio.  David also found the time two organise three major David Bowie conventions which attracted worldwide support.  In amongst writing and recording his own songs, there were also numerous side projects including the glam rock cover band Larry Lustre & The Spectrums!

All you Bowie fans out there (I hope there are still some!), will immediately realise that David’s new band, Skin Machine, has a Bowie reference in its title.  And the Bowie indenture is clear in how David phrases some of his music.  If you’ve ever loved the Sixties and early Seventies Bowie, the pre-stardom Bowie that is, then many of David‘s songs will remind you of that quirkiness and that melodicism.  Added to Bowie are a dash of Glenn Tilbrook and a smattering of Robyn Hitchcock to form a quirky set of heartfelt songs.

David’s latest album, available online, is Time Of The Signs, and I can heartily recommend the single, ‘Flowers In The Rain’.  (Extra bonus points for anyone who can spot the early-seventies pop hit David cheekily interpolates into the melody!)

This will be David’s final performance in Bedford.  A serious recent illness means that David doubts if he will be able to perform live for much longer. All box office revenues will go to the Sid Worth Memorial Tribute Fund. For more information, see www.swmtf.org.uk
Most of all, have fun!
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